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The Children’s Day

The troubles and perplexities that
beset ‘the times are of the adult
mind. The children do not know or
share them. Their faith is more
vital and unconquerable. The energy
of its rushing power crowds out
cynicism and disillusionment. With
the young, hope is not a frail flower
to be guarded and nurtured, but a
Insty, upspringing fountain whose
waters come from the great deeps,

So, by a significant symbolism,
Christmas, once a holiday marking
the coming of proof that the sick
sun was not to die, and later a cele-
bration proclaiming a rebirth of
spiritual power, has become in these
later days a festival of the chil-
dren. We moderns are also myth-|
makers and have ceremonies and |
customs which attest great truths—
such truths as that youth, with in-:
gtinetive wizdom, refusing to douht;
progress and final victory, is the one
thing in the world that is forever
marching forward and upward. |

The destiny of America i& in the
custody of those who gather around |
the hearthstone—more particularly |
with those who hang their stockings
up. No need exists to preach hopmI
to such. It alfeady tingles to their |
finger tips. No ehadow of the prison |
house falls on their glad spirits. |
They accept intuition as a sufficient
puide. They trust to desires and |
feel no call to juetify their enthusi- |
zsm. They are non-eritical, and |
hence they grow. With their growth
the world grows.

Of such is the kingdom of heaven,
we are told—a saying whose subtlety {
psychology is but beginning to
pierce. Not so much by taking
thought does mankind advance as by
trusting to the guidance of a Nature
who knows better than any sage how
to attain her objectives. So in mak-
ing a cult of ehildren, as Amerieans
are sometimes reproached with do-
ing, perhaps they are wiser than
their erities realize.

Adult life no longer has attached
to it the old sanctity. Witness the
prodigal sacrifice of recent years.
But child life has a new reverence,
and children, not their parents, are |
protected as the chief torch bearers.

A Navy

Without Submarines

The Secretary of the Navy, in his
recent testimony, admitted that our
submarines were far from satisfac-|
tory. But he placed the principal
blame upon the builders, saying the!
Navy Department would not accept

a large number of boats now under | As a witness before it he predicted |

construetion. In his annual report,
however, Mr. Daniels implied that
gur submarines were all right in
eomparison with former German
bhoats, specially mentioning the claim
that they are much more “comforta-
ble” and “habitable”! The Seeretary
epecializes in such rapid changes of
mind.

It is important to get at the truth,
The following facts should be noted:

(1) There are about thirty boats
of from 200 to 450 tons, but all un-
suitable for offshore work. The ma-
jority of them have always been de-
fective, and they are now useless
except for training and local defense
purposes,

(2) There are about fifty coastal
submarines of from 350 to 550 tons
now in fair condition.

(3) There are about fifty hoats,
many still uncompleted, of 800 tons
and above. Officers on submarine
duty are hoping that a few of these
boats may be satisfactory; but as a
class they are rank failures.

It appears, therefore, that our sole
sure dependence is upon the fifty
coastal submarines, which are not
intended for distant service. Thus,
nearly three years\after the data
of foreign boats beexme available,
the Navy Department has failed to
develop any long radius bhoats such
as the Germans sent to our eosmst
in 1918, or to provide the medium-
glzed and very efficient boats which
both the British and Germans built
and used In large numbers during
the World War.

The total cost of our submarine
force to date is approximately
$135,000000. And we have not one
up-to-date long range submarine fit
for service with the fleat!

three planes, This Administration,
after six years' warning, has com-
pletely failed to supply forces for
the upper and lower planes. We
have a one-plane, not a three-plane,
navy.

Chewing Tobacco and Orchids

If thers was anything left oyt of
the Harding Christmas stocking it
was no fault of the many and vari-
ous admirers who defied law and
highfaluting dignity to send in their
best and warmest remembrance. A
‘possum from Georgia, cigarettes
trom Kansas—at risk of the police
—chewing tobacco from the old vil-
lage, store, orchids for Mres. Harding
—a fine bulging array they make,
and the wishes of a nation go with
them.

Ought Americans to be more
fussy about the amenities of ap-
proaching -their great men? We
trust they never will be, at any rate,
And we are sure that Mr. Harding,
for all his fine presence and distine-
tion of appearance, wants to remain
“one of us Americans,” inthe White
House or out. In fact, Mr. Harding
seems to have a particularly happy
faculty of combining an old-fash
:oned simplicity with an equally old-
fashioned dignity.

After all, fake refinement is the
cnly unforgivable sin, It had a long
reign in America during many grow-
ing decades. [Fashion has at last
turned against it, let us hope for
good, The euphuists still exist, but
their wares are largely unappreci-
sted. Egqually the glory of expen-
siveness and pretentiousness has
abated. The spirit of the Middle
West seems at last emerging as the
dominant note of the country—a
spirit that knows all the creature
comforts of life and loves them, but
that looks to the genuineness of hos-
pitality, rather than its forms, and
that is ashamed of nothing that is
real. Long may it flourish!

T — ey

Martyrs to Incompetence

Every policeman who loses his
life in battling with the army of
vriminals -that has invaded New
York is a martyr te incompetence.
With adequate directionr the uni-
formed force could be made such a
terror to footpads and gunmen that
they never would dare institute a
reign of terror here.

The rank and file of Wew York's|
policemen are as courageous and |

efficient a force of men as was aver
assembled, When they have been
permitted to work without
ference they have inspired in evil-
doers a wholesome respect for the
law,

But policemen must obey orders.
They must do what they are told,
go where they are directed to o,
They are no more capable of of-
fective police work without intelli-
gent leadership than an army is
able to fight effeetively under an in-
competent commander,

The force as it exists to-day would,

if properly bandled, be well able to |

drive the thugs and murderers out
of New York and keep them out.
Many of its members have already
performed prodigies of valor. There
is Bcarce one who is not ready to
risk his life if that is necessary to
the performance of his duty.

That such a body of men should%
be constantly exposed to peril of |

life and limb in defence of the city
is nothing short of an outrage. It
is not their fault that the town is
full of sandbaggers and garroters
and gunmen. Yet the memberas of
the force are constantly on the firing
line, and always in danger.

Giving Others the Blues

Secretary Houston has done what
he could to malke Christmas gloomy
for the Senate Finance Committee.

& deficit of $2,100,000,000 for 1921-
|22 and of $1,500,000,000 for 1922-
'28, and warned Congress against
any further commitments like the
revival of the War I'inance Board,
advances to Germany s the pay-

ment of cash honuses to war vei-
erans.

|

hearted about the Treasury's plight
—much more so than he was three
weeks ago when he sent to the House
of Representatives estimates of ap-
propriations necded next year which,
| according to the chairman of the
| Ways and Means Committes, “read
[ like a fairy tale.” The Administra-

tion spenders have basked in sun-|

| shine for the last four years, and Mr.
{ Houston hasn't shown any disposi-
tion to shake them out of their pleas-

(ant dreams, Like a good comrade, |

he hasn’t even whispered “deficit” in
their eavs.
carry his worries to Congress and
make that body walk the floor.

But how much better it would have
been if the Secretary had first un-

sociates. Take Mr. Daniels and Mr.
Baker, for example. My, Houston
recently passed along Navy Depart-
ment estimates ealling for $G58,000,-
000, although Congress allowed the
navy only $438,000,000 for the cur-
rent year. He submitted army esti-
mateg calling for §009,000,000, al-
though Congress allowed only $302.-
000,000 at the last session.

Mr. Daniels has been blustering
about the need of a new three-year
construction program. He scorns
the idea of an agreement by Great
Britain, Japen and the United
Btates to slacken construction, say-

Ammnwnwmuun

ing that naval dissrmament cannot
come uptil sll the nations agree to

inter- |

| sternly.
| gun to learn what a clean bench

it. His talk has alarmed the Brit-
ish, who, after stopping work on
capital ships, are now thinking
about resuming it. Mr. Bakgr has
just submitted deficiency army esti-
mates for 1921 totaling $76,000,000.
Of this sum $34,000000 represents
the cost of that part of the army en-
listed in excess of the strength for
which the last army appropriation
bill made provision. “Easy go” is
still Mr. Baker’s cheerful motto.

If Mr. Houston had labored with
Mr. Daniels and Mr. Baker and
the President, drawing for them the
dark picture he now draws for the
legislative branrh, ke micht not have
cause to he so utterly pessimistic
about the Treasury's future. The
Administration’s orgy of expenditure
is the real cause of his tribulations.
The situation is, in fact, black. But
perverse spenders like Daniels and
Baker will soon go out of office.
Congress has shown a genuine desire
to praetise economy. It cut $2,418,-
000,000 out of the estimates for
1819-20 and 1920-21. It may be
able to cut $1,000.000,000 out of the
estimates for 1921-'22, But this
saving will not be due to Mr. Hous-
ton’s timely intervention. It will be
urhieved in the face of the Admin-
istration's own urgent demands for
money and cool indifference to the
embarrassments such demands have
caused.

Not Swann!

It is not amazing that Tammany
is bringing all its influence to bear
to secure for District Attorney
Swann the appointment to succeed
Judge Malone on the General Ses-
sions bench. That is just the sort
of effrontery, of insolent disregard
of publie opinion, of sacrifice of
judicial standards to pelitical ends,
that is to be expected from Four-
teenth Street. But it is astonishing
that Governor Smith should listen
for a moment to these political ene-
mies of the bench.

Governor Smith has been a po-
litical executive; but his record has
been conspicuously free from out-
rageous appointments. He mad: no
pretense of not being a Tammany
man and he has cunsistently aided
his machine with every resource at
his command. He has not yielded
to the baser elements of Mr. Mur-
phy's organization.

After such a record, for Governor
Smith to name Mr. Swann to =&
great judicial office would be an
outrage to public opinion and a
prievoug disappointment to decent
citizens throughout the state. Mr.
Swznn has neither the temperament
nor the ahility te hold even & minor

judgeship. He has made one of the!

weakest district =attorneys the
County of New York has ever had,
Only the eynical and sordid leaders
of Fourteenth Street would dream
of urging so notoriously unfit a
choice,

The Tribune refuses to balieve
that Governor Smith will vield to
the influences behind Mr. Swann. It
urges him Lo rebuff these plotters,
against the bench swiftly and
Tammany has not yet be-

means—to the public, to the city, to
the voters. We greatly hope that
Mr. Smith will give his organization
a pointed lesson by rejecting Mr. |
Swann forthwith as an impossible
and unthinkable candidate.

Another Crime of Omission
Preceding 1914 the great crime

be released from bonda finds accept-
hNce.

If common sense does not assert
itself, the result will be another
desperate struggle to prevent might
from overwhelming right. The out-
side world cannot end German per-
versity, but it can keep itself free of
enother crime of omission. It can
contribute to peace by keeping
powerless, as far as may be, those
who would disturb it. The first step
toward doing this is in facing the
sad facts of existing conditions.

Jingoes Here and in Japan
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The Japan Society performed &
valuable public service in bringing to-
gether Ambassador Shidehara, Ambas-
sador Morris and Judge Gary at the
society's dinner last week, The cardial
expressions of friendly relations he-
tween this country and Japan as then
so well stated and enlarged upon by
these speakers were as pracious and
gincere as they were refreshing This
prevailing sentiment of cordial feeling
between those in authority and the
people of each country has often been
veuehed for by those in & position to
know. [t was shown by Mesara. Van-
derlip and H. W. Taft and associates
on their return from Japan a few
months ago and well deseribed by Mr.
Taft in his interesting articles soon
afterward.

As Judge Gary forcefully stated at
the dinner the other evening, “the jin-
goes in Japan did not represent the
sentiment of the people of their own

country in their efforts to stir up
trouble,”” The indorsement of thig
statement hy Baron Shidehara con-

demning jingoes and his reference to
rnations]l differences under such cireum-
stances growing out of “mutual suspi-
cion and misunderstanding” meotl with
prompt and hearty response from those
present, as also his Atting reference to
each nation giving to the other “a lit-
tle more eredit for honesty of heart
and purposze."”

The point brought out hy Ambassa-
dor Morris as to the very great impor-
tenge of our commerce with Japan, and
thia of itself being sufficient tu quell
the talk of conflict, wus ulso well re-
ceived.

The writer ia led to refer to this

The Conning Tower

UPON TAKING OVER THE TOWER
THIS CHRISTMAB MOENING
Behold, The Boss has labored hard,
His task not plways pleasant;
What say you if we give Lhis bard
A modest Christmas present?

And so the sundry undersigned,
At Aleck’s exhortation,

Take one day's colun.n off his mind,
And grant him & vacation.

We aim to give him perfeet hush—
A workless day, and stilly :

So kindly pass the giiding brush,
And let us have that lily,

G 8. K.

The sentimental sergeant whose ldea
it was to embark upon this bholiday
harlequinade suggests that to-day's
Tower should be headed “God rest ye,
merry gentleman.”

Literary Critiques
Up is exactly how | get het
AL the very thought of “Misa Lulu
Bett"
A W.

Duleinea’s New Year's card is in

nelly, It will be in

the bearer of 365 Happy Days,

“Misa Lulu Bett,” “Poor White,”
and "Moon Calf"

A year or go ago | began to feel
That perhaps, after all,

City life was unhealthy

And fetid;

That it cramped the soul

Aril that life away from

The Big Town

frer and broader.
Now I wouldn't trade the

Uliy pidors of the jubway

Far all the hay-scented breezes
That blow in from

The open country

On all the small towns (n Amerlcs,
And ['m certain that ' rather
Be partiof the vivid seene on
Fifth Avenue for one Decemnber afternoon
Than be eleeted Grand Sachem
Of Lthe loyal lodge of

The Improved Orvder of Redmen
In Eagle Grove, Iawa,

Far Life,

LN

JorN Peree TooHzy,

Securities, in their mad decline, have

subject from the fact that during and
sinee the war friends of my family liv-

the sentiment of the Jupunese people|
teward this eountry have in personal |
letters repeatedly referved tp the con- |
ditiona here mentioned, to the offcet!
that the noisy and apgressive jingl-uﬁl’
did not represent either the people of
Japan nor those in authority there,
FREDERICK W. KELSEY,
New Yorlk, Deg, 22, 102 .

One of Those True Dog Stories.
To the Editor of The Trilune,

Sir. A young married couple of my ae- |
quaintance owned a wire-haired terrier, |
e bright, lovine little follow which was
treated as one of the fumily, was nn
excellent watchdog, sweet-tempered and
happy, fond of every one and beoved
in return,

After & year or so a baby arrived'
on the scene; and from tie vary frat |

Jerry (the dog) apnearcd changed.
His jealousy was apparent to all; he |
sulked around the house, began o tay |
out nights, and snarled and snepped
when approached, He did not grow|

used to the child, but when it beeame !

absolutely apparent Lo him that his
nose was eut of joint permanently he
went forth into the hyways and Ledses,

doga and proceeded to terrorize the
neighborhood. They raided chickan-
yvards, howled until a)l hours of the

morning, tore clothes of the lines on
Mondays and otherwise made them-
selves gpeneral nulsances, all under the
leadership of the disgruntied Jerry,

It was the clearest case | ever saw
of the perversion of a dov's elpricter

Her rulers and her people prepared
with cold deliberation for a day
when they might say to the outside
world, “Submit or be conquered.”
But supplementing the erime of
commission was one of omission.
The threatened peoples would not

| recognize what portended. Besotted

pacifism, having eyes but seeing not,
defeated the measures which were
indispensable if the deluge of woe
was to be avoided. The real friends
of peace were assailed as militarists
—as no better than the Prussians.
Again the world is threatened, and
the custody of international rela-
tions is once more assumed by an

The Secretary seemed very down- |

It is enough for him to |

loaded his gloom on his Cabinet as-|

pnchanged Germany and by un-
changed pacifists. Germany asks to
be allowed to reérect herself into
what she was, and her dupes are
proclaiming that fair play requires
that she be trusted with power.

Yet no sign comes that the new
Germany is a safe companion. Un-
repentant and unregenerated, she
shows no regret save that the Kai-
ser did not win, Republican Ger-
many does not differ much from im-
! perial Germany, Socialists vie with
| monarchists in preaching hate of
France, of Great Britain, of Amer-
ica.

Buack of Germany, ready to make
| common cause with her, is Russia,
‘under hér new autoeratic rulers.
|Poland is marked for destruction,
|the new states of southern Eurape

rare to be brought into the Ger-
‘nml‘l-Rusﬁinn orbit, Turkey is to be
| restored, a pro-German king has
| been seated in Greece, Japan is be-
ling wooed to change sides. If the
| krogram were written on the sky it
{ would not be more visible,

In the mean time besotted pacifism
is busier than before 1914, Al-
ready it has gained large influence.
In England it is so strong that even
s0 slout a fighter for the pood
cande us Lloyd George bends before
it and talks of admitting Germany
to the peace league, In Franes and
Yaly Clemencean and Orlando have
been driven out of public life, In

all lands, on one excuse or another,
the doctrine that Germany should

of commission was by Germany.!

through evil passions. ITe was almost
human in the way he went maorally
broke when supplanted, as he believed,
in the affections of those dearcst to
| him,

{ T am well aware that this is not an
' evidence of nobility on the part of the
dog. The thing that makes (t most re-
markable is its ignobility.

DICK ARCHER.
Seranton, Pa., Nov, 22, 1920,

From the Widow of a Frenchman
To the Editor ef The Tribune, |

Sir: An appeal from the German |
women to th® mothers of Franee np-;
peared in to-day's Tribune, requesting
the French government to farego deliv-
ery of the cows as provided for in the
Versailles Treaty. !

How dare these German women, who,
in response to the prisoners’

|

agonized |
| requests for relief, poured water anl
(the ground before their eves, and whean |
{seting as nurses &pat upen their food |
—how dare they ask for further sacri- |
fices from the people whose
their soldiers outraged and
country thev devartated ?

With conditions reversed, whet would
have happened?

Let us not forget Bismarel's words
to his soldiers in 1870: *Leave your
| enemy nothing but his
with." :

THE WIDOW OF A FRENCGITMAN,

New York, Dec. 26, 1920,

women |
|
whose

eyes to ery |

Doubts of German Gratitude
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: I was much interested in vour
editorial in to-day's Tribune on “The
Begt Peace Insurance” As [ under-
stand, you depend on the gratitude of
those destitute children Lo ward off o
war In future. But “gratitude” has
been defined as “a lively senze of future |
favors.” Then, too, how about the |
man that found the half frozen viper, |
seved its life by taking it Lo hiz bosom
rnd as soon as the viper warmed up it
bit its benefactor?

If we save these German children
will they run true to type and turn oot
to be vipers that we have savied? Miss
Nathan's letter to Mr Iloover is also
very much in point, [ think.

FRANKE WHALEN,

Bollston Bps, N, Y., Dee, 21, 1020,

An Interested Friend

(From Tha Teledo Bigde)
Fillpinoa want their independenco
littls lews wrdently than the dapaness

gathered unto himsclf a elan of oullaw |

| lately. ITere’s hoping you haven’t been
lone of.them,

ing in Tokio and in position to know |

VISION
How 1 have laughed at Heaven!
And sneered at it, and mocked!
And good foll, passing, have heard
me laugh,
have
shocked.

And listened—and

But 1T will Taugh no more at Heaven
And all the things on high:
For it was only to-day I saw
(Though you may think they were
clonds 1 saw)
A silvern group of islands in
A December-colored sky.
MoRrrIE.

Ringularly enough, no one has thnught!

ta dig un the old college song:

Bl lnw, blue lnw!  Hlue law, blue law!
Far  Gad and  country, and Lord's Day
Allinneel

PERSPECTIVE
Tifterdn ‘yenrs ago
When T lived on Main Street
Tile ran u dreary sehedule :
Monday-—The Current History Cluhb,
Tussday—The Chopin Weekly Musicale,
Wednesday—"The  Prairie Players' Clob—

| (Plivd 6f a smort newcomer, Shaw),

| Thursday— Ex-student Field Astronomy,

Eriday  “P-ychology for Everyman''—(On
Royee, or Jnmes or Freud),

Saturedis he “League” of “Literature in
Labfa M

Sundey—A “madern’ prescher on the theme,
“Whnt Christ borrowed from Confu-
ciua’;

| Lieht vewding, row gnd then,

From The Monist or G. Stanley Hall,

Finally 1 made escape

rom the erhing confinea

Of the narrow village life

To the Big City of Dig Things:

| Movie palsces thut would house s hundred

Rovehuds,
Myrinds of electric lights
Extolling chewing gum,
And all life on such a seale

P A ull thought en such & there,
| With Carol 1've learned True Values

For the Lrathers Jomes,

PThey tell me here,

Were wont to linld up traios,
Anid Roveo is junior partoer
In o firm for motor cars.
Munnoom PEMBERTON,

Miss Neysa MeMein—or so runs the
legenid—was found idling helplessly in

her studio, “Why,” they asked her in
chorus, “why are you tuking your
case ¥ “Because,” she mad-wagged in

reply, “some one has taken my casel”

Opus No. 5001
Snid Miss Clare Kumimer to M. Miles Minter,

“What kind of furs will they wear this win-
tor 7

“Ababt the snme s they wore last summer,”
Snid M. Miles Minter to Miss Clare Kummer,

Aviern Duge Miniee,

The withdrawal of “When We Are
Young," that sweet romanca hetween
two members of ineredibly old families,

| wns no surprige to those who heard the

woury  first-nighters murmuring,

you helieve in seions

55 10

The job of getting together a gift
eolumn is abeurdly simple., First tear
vour hair. Then spread the word
among the Columnites that the ides is
to give The Boss a vacation, and you'll
be surprised how readily they will
drree to dash off a little pomething,
You ask them, pleage, to have it around

| to you by Tuesday, and they assure
| you it will be there Monday.

And on

| Thursday, when it hasn't arcived yet,

all you have to do is to dig up some-
thing else, and you have your eolumn.

None other than Henry Sydnor Har-
rison has obtained for this Yuletide
Yardstick an exclusive interview with
Muayor Hylan on the police situationm.
Sald His Honor: “All's right that's
Enright."

Then, too, there was the Commis-
sfoner's order to the blrckjacking vil-
Inins, instructing them to keep off the
streets after midnight.

If you're positive you can't guess itw

—

want thom to have it

“Curfew, Juck Dalton!®

process of completion by Mare Con-
the form of a
cheek, drawn upon The Bank of Good
Will, and ecalling for the payment to

Lines Written After Reading “Main Btreet,™

been hitting a number of new marks

heen

~“nryTight, 1920, New York Tribune Ine.

A RARE BIRD THAT WOULD MAKE A FINE HOUSEHOLD PET,
IF WE COULD JUST DOMESTICATE IT

IF | CaN JUST KEEP
IT ALLVE TILL | CaAN
GET IT OUT TO LUTKE
BURBANK. MAYEBE HE
CAN DOMESTICATE [T
OR. NAKE IT EVER~

SO WE CAN HAVE LT
ALL THE YEAR F;‘DUNB}

Gen. Wood in the Cabinet

Popular Demand Voiced for His

Appointment as Secretary of War
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: In all the newspaper talk (much
of it undoubtedly inspirad) vespecting
the members of Mr, Harding's Cabinet,
no mention is made of General Wood.

Now, Ceneral Wood was the popular
candidate of the Mepublican party. The
people wanted him for President. On
a free-far-all vote I venture to asserg
he would to-day bheat any man in
America and far outdistance Mr. Har-
{ding hlmself. e is not only the mo®
I[m;.\ulalr American, but eomes neurer te
| veincarnating the Roosevelt spirit than
uny man alive.

The people want him in Mr. iTar-
ding's Cabinet as Sceretary of War,
They want him there because he is
eminently fitted for the job. They
know he is a great reorganizing excc-
utive. His whole record, and Cuba
particularl ', proves that, They know
that we might have lost the great war
| but for Wood; that in the face of a
| hostile Administration, under the great-
| est difficulties, he, as the genius of
| Plattshurpr, performed the most signal
| Bervices in the cguse of preparedness.
Without Weod and Wood's trained of-
[ficors Americs would hsve been too
|lnte to turn back the hordes of Huns,
|and Pershing’s “We have come, Lafay-
lettel” could never have been uttered
in time to avert the eatastrophe.

| And the American people want Gen- |
| eral Wood in the Cabinet because they |
| have noticed und admired the nobility |
| of his chavacter and his exemplary con- |
_ | duct throughout the shameless treat-

| ment to which he has been persistently
subjected by the present Administration
and the contemptinle Baker.

Mr. Harding cun make no greater
migtake than to ignore General Wood.
He can perform no more popular act
thon to invite Wood to becoma Seere-
tary of War,

: WILLIAM NOWLAND.

New York, Dee, 22, 1920,

The National Urban League
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Every productive effort toward
spreading peace and harmony through-

eanuses pf frietion by getting together
Ithe various groups concerned for mutual
junderstunding. The adoption of such
{methods is needed among our own
American people in Lhe problems of rgee
adjustment. Representative white

the purpuse of ading each racial group
to acquire u better knowledge of the
good qualities in the other,

Ten years ago Lhe National Urban
League caught this vision and has or-
ganized loeal committees in thirty-three
citfes North sand South, where white
and colored members are jointly work-
ing for better industrial and neighbor-
hood conditions of the negro popula-
tion. The living standards of the whole
community are elevated, of course, in
proportion as negro life ia improved.

By having a definite program
work calling for better housing, preater
industria] efficieney, for health educa-
tion and the reduction of delinqueney,
these committees ure assured an indefi-
rite life and do not lose their potential-
ity for service through lack of some-
thing to do, as would be the cage if
the committees had no definite program
before them. [n prosecuting this werk
of human betterment the lergue usea
trained socin} workers, in many cases
trained at achools of social service in
Boston, New York, Philadelphis and
Chicago on fellowships furnished by the
longuo.

The sum of §7,000 is now be'ng sought

to complete the lesgue's nationa) snd

New York budgeta of $62,000 for the | have buckles of refin

out the world calls for removing the !

and,|
colored people who are intelligent on |
the problems of race relations and who |
are genuinely concerned about our coun- |
try's future should meet frequently for |

of |

vear 1820, A, 8. Frissell, treasurer, 127

tions,
EUGENE KINCEKLE JONES,
Executive Secretary, National Urban
Leuague,
New York, Dee. 13, 1820,

Why Not Do Our Own Work?
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The iatest census shows that
‘tlhere are more than 105,060,000 people
| living in the United States, exclusive
{ 01 the insular possesaions,

At the prescnt time there 15 a far-
reaching ery that we cannot get along

|
|

lwithout letting in en indefinite num- |

| ber of lewselass immigrants to do some
nceessury if unpleasant jobs for us.

It ig certainly true that in the not
remete past we were a self-sustaining
| nation in so far as we did not depend
inn floods of urdesirable aliens to do
|even the hardest kinds of work. Bagk
| of that there was & time when the most
| ambitiots among us, the ones most
anxioug to take advantage of the high
“American standard of living” und to
raize it still higher, were not ashamed
to tackle any task, no matter how hard
ot*dirty. That was the time whon real
work was not regarded as a shameful
thing.

If that day cannot be brought back
syain, what is the proper proportion of
hurdwerking but unassimilable for-

East Twenty-third Street, New York,,
will gratefully acknowledge contribu-

| eigners o our growing millions of ease {

lovers? If this figure can be deter-

from us? When an attempt is made
| tv answer these two (uestions it be-
comes plain that we are movine toward
nitional disaster, either in being hu-
miliated by a more virile racs, or,
viorse still, by becoming physically
and mentally decadent as the stock be-
comes more and more “mongrelized.”
One hundred and five million people
who cannct take care of themselves!
What & ghastly joke it mugt seem to
poverty-stricken Furope, with sll her
recent dead, struggling desperately to
| get to her feet ufter six awful years,
| the effects of which we are just begin-
ning to feel!
| Can we not find an anszwer to the
question more honorable to ourselves
and more helpful to the world at large?
Iy it too late to teach our young men
and women how the mere faet that any
vork is needed makes that work worth
while? GARDNER MEEKER.
Newatk, N. J,, Dec. 22, 1920, .

, Obscure Heroes

tFrom The Philadeiphia Public Ledger)

The gifted folk who write the holiday
advertisements do, almest unconscious-
ly, a great service for = forgotten and
tragically neglected element in the
community. Once a year thev discover
the fathers of families, and millions of
readers are reminded of unsung heroes
with 4 high claim to recognition and
esteem.

He who in ordinary times is sub-!

! merged at the head of the table is eited
for decoration with a wateh or a pair
of suependers, 8 new cravat or set of
elippers, He held the front-line trench

veay, it seems, and flinched not at all
before the onslaughts of fierce icemen
and coal merchants, bakers and grocers,
shoemakers and tailers, modistes and
milliners. At Christmas the dust eléars
foy an instant and reveals him still he-
rojcally st his post where the stresaes
are greatest, a little battered, but hold-
ing his own,

In 8 good many hougeholds the forti-
| tude ’nd true greatness of this unmed-
lalod warrior will be appreciated for the
{firat time when Christmas advertising
|18 rend aloud after dinner. Surely he
deserves a moment of the spotlight. His
slippers ought to be lined with silk
und his suspenders ought, indeed, to

ed gold,

through all the savage tymult of the |

mined, how long will it be before these |
dume aliens will be able and justified | dered futile.”
ir. their ability to take our ease away |

l

“Blackguarding France

Mr. Villard Denies That Such Writ-
ing Is Congenial to The Netin
To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: In an editorial entitied: “Black-
guarding France” in your irsue of De-
cember 22 you say ‘sattucking Froace
has become the favorite indoor puime
of the pro-German pacis Thuy a
certain Robert Dell, writ ng from |
won for the congenial columns of Th
Nation, declures that ‘France he
come & greater danger to Ecrope than
Germany ever was.'"

L8,

It should have Leen wbvious to che
writer ‘of the editorial that the letter
of Robert Deil o which vou obi
o criticiem of something wi
peared previously in The
Mr. Dell's letter boging witl ‘
tence: “In The Nation of November
3 you suggoest that the Fnten {;

L

be revived if England unde

help Germany to ceunomiec restovat
and thus enable her to meet her obligu-
tions to France, T wish | could think

that you are right, but the facts do
not support your- view." In
words, Mr. Dell’s letter took cxcepiion
to en editorial paragruph in The Nu-
tion,

uLther

Further in your editoriz! y

u say;
‘France is the one nation thut has re-
fused to De deluded by G 1 opra-
fessions. She has suffered too much

to take gny chances. She doe
tend to stand idly by snd see

rifices in the cause of civilization fen-

Q1

Now, The Nation's puragroph was
written to make the very point that
reparation to France whs the first es-
sential soward a restoration of Eu-

ropean peace, and that o's gttl
tude was wholly understandable. I
quote from that paragruph as follows:

“In s0 far as it |Encland's rupp
ment with Germany] hastens the in-
ternational heuling process such &
policy is desirable, but not at the ex-
pense of reparation tu France, Apars
from France's dire need of funds and
the obvious justice of foreing repori-
tion for wanton destruction wiich in
many cases gerved no military purpose,
but was a deliberate effort to delay

France's economic rehabilitation, the
whole FEuropean situation flls the
French with gloomy foreboding 12

Germany can so soon fout her tresty
obligations, they arzue, is she not un-
ehastened, merely bidine her time to
reasgatlt a Franece anlways smaller then
she, snd soon, perhaps, isolated from
her former allies? Heor premise
Is sound: Germany should ray sl
that she possibly can; tion 8
one of the first and me mental
stens toward peace, stabl vd good
will,”

rep

V&l

It must be unchellengesble that it s
the editorial columns of a publication
which express its point of wview rather
than the columna thrown open to its
X

letter-writers, Does The Tribune
clude from its public letter ¢
all letters which do not coineide wit!
its own editorial policy? And waat
would it think of the fairness of an
attack on its poliey based on a letter
to the editor which took a point of
view opposed to its own?

OSWALD GARRISON VILLARD,

Editor,
New York, Dec. 22, 1820,

A Thorough Pessimist
(From The Tolrdo Rlade)
Samuel Gompers is a fine old gentle-
man with an acute ear, e ean hear
the elanking chains of slavery long be-
fore othors gense the feeling that sil
is not peace and happiness in the world.

The Standard Excuse
(From The Washington Fost)

What excuse shall we give when there
Is no Burleson to blame for the nope
arrival of letters we never wrote?

-

|




